Arizona State Board of Directors for Community Colleges 
The Arizona State Board of Directors for Community Colleges enacted ordinances for the governance of the community colleges, set standards for operation and fixed student tuition and fees.  The State Board consisted of 17 members appointed by the Governor: one from each county, a member of Arizona Board of Regents, and the Superintendent of Public Instruction.  

Several issues led to the elimination of the State Board.  Two of the programs operated by the Board - the Community College Teacher Certification Program and Teacher Certification Fund - were eliminated in 2001.   Legislators determined that certification was being done by the districts and that this was a redundant service.
Since Arizona faced a $900 million budget shortfall, legislators questioned the State Board about fiscal costs of some of their operations.  Additionally, the State Board had begun a planning process to set priorities for Arizona community colleges. Legislators noted that local governing boards existed for this purpose, and questioned whether an appointed board should determine priorities and uses for local taxpayer dollars. 
With law effective July 1, 2002, the legislators reduced the State Board budget from nearly $700,000 to $237,000, reduced staff to five FTE, and removed its authority to approve decisions related to tuition and fees, state bonds, and the transfer of credits between the colleges and universities.  
Lawmakers subsequently established a legislative study committee to prepare legislation to eliminate the State Board. The following year, during the budget process, the Arizona legislature eliminated the Board effective July 1, 2003. 
Since the Board’s elimination, the Arizona Community College Association (ACCA) coordinates the submission of statutory reports to the legislature and collection of data requested by the legislature on behalf of the community college system. The Arizona Community College Association (ACCA) is a voluntary, dues-paying organization consisting of all 10 accredited community college districts: Cochise, Coconino, Graham, Maricopa, Mohave, Navajo, Pima, Pinal, Yavapai and Yuma/La Paz. ACCA exists to promote and strengthen Arizona’s community colleges. 

