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CONTACT INFORMATION

Name of the Change Proposal:  AR 2.2.7, Student Course Placement Process
Contact Name:  Andrea Buehman
College:  D.O.
Primary Council/Committee:  Course Placement Council
Phone Number:  480-731-8124
E-mail Address:  andrea.buehman@domail.maricopa.edu
RATIONALE/JUSTIFICATION
Background Information:

(Provide a brief overview of the issue and/or historical information important in considering the change.)

Accurate course placement is one important aspect of student success.  Many colleges have begun the practice of mandatory course placement into English, Mathematics, and Reading (with waiver option) through student success initiatives.   This change proposal codifies the practice of placing students into the course indicated by their assessment scores.  It also expands the components to be included in the evaluation of the policy. 

Supporting Documentation and Rationale for Change:

(Provide any supporting documentation such as new legislation, legal/statutory or regulatory changes, data, or key findings that would support the need for the change.)

The Annual Placement Report prepared by the Office of Institutional Effectiveness indicates that, overall, students who follow their recommended placement have higher successful course completion than students who do not follow their recommended placement. (see attached)
Areas, Councils, or Committees Impacted:

(List the constituency groups that may be impacted by the proposed change and that reviewed the proposal and provided feedback.)

Student Success Steering Team (reviewed and endorsed)

Course Placement Council (review October 26)

Faculty Executive Council (pending review)

English, Mathematics, Reading Instructional Councils (pending review)

Vice Presidents of Academic Affairs (review October 26)

Vice Presidents of Student Affairs (pending review)

District Curriculum Committee (November 2)

Testing Council (pending review)   ???
Budget Implications:

(Identify any budget implications that may be impacted by the proposed change.)    
Other Considerations:

(Identify any other items to be considered when reviewing the proposed change.)

Dissemination/Communication:

(Identify the dissemination/communication needs related to the proposed change)

 Dissemination and collection of feedback is in process.

PROPOSED CHANGES
(All proposed changes must include the original language plus the mark ups.  All proposed new language must appear in red ALL CAPS.  All proposed deleted language must appear in red strikethrough.)
STUDENT COURSE PLACEMENT PROCESS (AR 2.2.7)

The Maricopa Community Colleges are committed to providing students with opportunities for successful academic experiences.

Student academic achievement is directly related to the proper initial course placement. Students are strongly urged to WILL enroll in the courses indicated by their course placement tests. Initial course placement should be discussed with an advisor or counselor

who is skilled in assessing the student’s needs and factors that affect student success.

A. Testing for Course Placement

1. Students will be required to complete course placement tests under one of the following conditions:

a. The student is taking his or her first college credit English, reading and/or math course, or any college course for

   which English, reading or math is a prerequisite.

b. The student is pursuing a degree and does not have current valid District approved course placement scores on file

    or does not have previous college credit in English, reading and math.

c. The student does not have a high school diploma or GED, and is applying for federal financial aid.

d. The student for whom English is not the primary language and is taking his or her first English as a Second

    Language class is required to take a test of English proficiency.

e. College may determine additional conditions under which students would be required to complete course

    placement testing. Contact the college for additional conditions.

2. Students will be strongly encouraged to complete a course placement test under any one of the following conditions:

a. The student is taking a math course and has a college-level prerequisite on file that is more than five (5) years old.

b. The student is taking a college course for which English, reading or math is a prerequisite, and such credit is more

    than five (5) years old.

3. Students MAY be exempt from a course placement test if at least one of the following conditions apply:

a. The student has earned an associate or higher degree.

b. The student has earned college credits from a regionally accredited college in English, reading, and math with a

    grade of C or higher and such credit is no more than five (5) years old.

c. The student has currently valid District approved course placement scores on file.

Note: Being exempt from taking a course placement test does not exempt the student from fulfilling the minimum

graduation requirements.

B. Course Placement

1. Students will be advised AND PLACED INTO for specific courseS enrollment based on highest test or retest scores.

2. Students will be permitted one re-test in English, reading or by math level after at least a 24-hour waiting period. An

    additional re-test is permitted one year from the date of student’s original or re-test at any course placement testing site.

3. The vice president of student affairs or designee may approve re-testing for students with special needs or

    circumstances. The re-test date will then serve as the date of record.

4. Students may request a Course Placement Waiver from the appropriate department/division chair or college designee.

    The signed waiver will be noted on the student’s record and will be kept on file in the Admissions and Records

    Office/Office of Student Enrollment Services.

C. Implementation of Policy

To ensure consistency of the course placement process within the Maricopa Community Colleges:

• All colleges shall accept the same approved course placement instruments.

• All colleges shall adhere to the same approved cut-off scores.

• Course placement scores, with the exception of the reading exemption, will be valid for two years from the date of the

original or re-test.

D. Evaluation

The Maricopa Community Colleges will provide an ongoing evaluation of the course placement process. An annual report

shall be submitted to the Governing Board to indicate the policy’s effectiveness noting the number of students assessed,

their placement scores and their success in courses. Every three years a thorough review of the policy and procedures shall

be implemented, including recommendations from the English, Reading and Math Instructional Councils regarding cut-off

scores, AND ASSESSMENT TOOLS AND PROCEDURES.

