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Background

University transfer has been central to the mission of the
Maricopa County Community College District (MCCCD)
since its establishment more than 40 years ago.
Preparation for transfer is a primary reason many students
enroll at the ten colleges. In fall 2008, 45% of students
district-wide indicated upon admission that they
intended to transfer to a university; this represented
approximately 54,000 students.

Students who transfer from one of the Maricopa
Community Colleges to one of the three state public
universities are tracked using the Arizona State System for
Information on Student Transfer (ASSIST). Consistent with
the university definition of a transfer student, individuals
are counted if they transferred 12 or more credit hours
from a Maricopa Community College to one of the state
universities.

Part 1 of this paper provides an analysis of students from
the Maricopa Community Colleges who transferred to the
public state universities: Arizona State University (ASU),
Northern Arizona University (NAU), and the University of
Arizona (UA). Data for this section were obtained from
the Maricopa Community Colleges Office of Institutional
Effectiveness through the ASSIST data warehouse.

Part Il focuses on student transfer from Maricopa to
universities outside of the Arizona public universities.
These partners include universities from Arizona and
across the United States. Data were collected directly
from the partner institutions.

Part I: Maricopa Students Transferring to
Arizona Public Universities

A total of 26,378 former MCCCD students attended
Arizona’s state universities as undergraduates in
academic year 2008-09. Almost 80% attended ASU (see
figure below).

Undergraduates at Arizona Public Universities
with 12+ MCCCD Credits in 2008-09

ASU 20,939
NAU 3,128
UA 2,311
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Transfer Student Profile

Demographic information about the 26,378 MCCCD transfer
students who attended an Arizona public university in 2008-
09 includes the following:

e 55% of the transfer students were female.
e 63% had transferred at least 32 credits.
e 22% had earned an associate’s degree from MCCCD.

o 27% identified themselves as members of
underrepresented racial/ethnic groups:

MCCCD Transfer Student Race/Ethnicity

American Indian /

Alaska Native (2.3%)
Asian / Pacific

Islander (5.4%)
Black / Non-

Hispanic (4.1%)

Hispanic (15.4%)

White / Non- Unknown /
Hispanic (67.1%) Other (5.7%)

Undergraduate Areas of Interest

University undergraduates who transferred credits from one
of the Maricopa colleges pursue a variety of academic
interests. The top areas of interest across all universities for
2008-09 are listed in the table below.

Major Area Of Interest:
Arizona Public University Undergraduates

with 12+ MCCCD Credits
Areas of Interest* Students %
Business, Management, Marketing, etc. 4,074 15%
Education 2,852 11%
Biological and Biomedical Sciences 1,950 7%
Multi/Interdisciplinary Studies 1,539 6%
Psychology 1,517 6%
Health Professions/Clinical Sciences 1,496 6%
Social Sciences 1,486 6%
Engineering 1,397 5%
Communication, Journalism, Related 1,367 5%
Visual and Performing Arts 1,279 5%
Parks, Recreation, Leisure, Fitness 920 3%
No Major 660 3%
All Other Areas 5,841 22%
TOTAL 26,378 | 100%

*Areas of Interest are categorized by abbreviated Classification
of Instructional Program (CIP) Codes.
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Part Il: Maricopa Transfer Students Outside
of Arizona Transfer System

The Maricopa Community Colleges have transfer partner-
ships with baccalaureate degree-granting institutions from
across the United States. These institutions include local,
in-state, out-of-state, and online universities. Transfer
partnerships are supported through formal articulation
agreements with MCCCD.

The data presented in Part Il were compiled from a data
request from the MCCCD Center for Curriculum and
Transfer Articulation to 43 transfer partner universities.
Thirty-five institutions submitted transfer data for
academic year 2008-09, representing a response rate
of 81%.

Transfer Student Enroliment

Data in the table below illustrate the total number of
Maricopa transfer students enrolled at partner universities,

alongside the number of Maricopa students newly enrolled.

2008-09 Undergraduate Enrollments:
Students with 12+ MCCCD Transfer Credits

All Under- New

graduates | Transfers
University of Phoenix 5,140 1,374
Grand Canyon University 2,243 1,244
Ottawa University 662 222
Brigham Young University* 623 123
Ashford University 528 277
Western International University 251 220
The Art Institute of Phoenix 157 86
New Mexico State University 96 28
DeVry University - Phoenix 93 65
Kaplan University 87 41
Park University 75 43
Wayland Baptist Univ. - Phoenix 75 37
Indiana University 52 7
Excelsior College 51 27
University of the Incarnate Word 51 27
Prescott College 44 19
Capella University 42 31
Strayer University 40 33
Empire State College 32 7
Utah State University 31 1
Walden University 29 11
Western New Mexico University 28 9
Regis University 21 9
Cleveland Chiropractic College 13 7
Embry-Riddle Aeronautical Univ. 11 1
Palmer College of Chiropractic 6 2
Pennsylvania State University 5 4
Upper lowa Univ. - Extended 5 5
Mayville State University 1 1
TOTAL 10,492 3,981

* This partnership is currently between the university, Mesa
Community College, and Chandler-Gilbert Community College.

Partner universities reported student transfer data by the
Maricopa Community College from which credits were
transferred. Results by college are shown in the table below.
These data reflect a duplicated count, as students may
transfer credits from more than one college.

2008-09 Transfer Partner Enroliments:
Students Transferring Credits by MCCCD College

Chandler-Gilbert
Estrella Mountain
GateWay
Glendale

Mesa

Paradise Valley
Phoenix College
Rio Salado
Scottsdale

South Mountain 482

3,516
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Transfer by Credit Hours

University partners reported new Maricopa transfer
students by the number of credits transferred.

Credits Transferred by MCCCD
Students in 2008-09

34%

24%

Of the responding institutions able to report these data,
results showed that 58% of students transferred 36 or
more credits.
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Bachelor’s Degree Attainment

Universities reported that Maricopa transfer students
completed 1,396 bachelor’s degrees in 2008-09. Awards are
reported by university in the table below.

2008-09 Baccalaureate Degrees Awarded to
MCCCD Transfer Students

University of Phoenix 637
Grand Canyon University 314
Ottawa University 198
Brigham Young University 86
Ashford University 50
Wayland Baptist University - Phoenix 33
The Art Institute of Phoenix 18
Excelsior University 15
DeVry University - Phoenix 12
New Mexico State University 10
Western International University 7
University of the Incarnate Word 5
Prescott College 5
Kaplan University 2
Capella University 1
Cleveland Chiropractic College 1
Empire State College 1
Indiana University 1
TOTAL 1,396

Transfer Data Summary

Prior to the analysis conducted for this briefing paper,
MCCCD has not been able to document student transfer to
universities outside the Arizona transfer system. Data
recently collected from 35 of Maricopa’s transfer partners
provide a preliminary picture of transfer beyond the three
state universities. Students who transfer to all other
universities are not accounted for in this analysis; however,
transcript request data reinforces that the 35 universities
reporting account for a large proportion of the transfer-
related activity for Maricopa students. While the majority of
Maricopa transfer students attend an Arizona public
university, a considerable number choose to transfer
outside the public state system and go on to earn a
bachelor’s degree (see table below).

Summary and Conclusions

The Maricopa Community Colleges enact the mission of
university transfer and make a significant contribution to the
production of baccalaureate degrees in the state of Arizona.
Transfer to Arizona public universities remains strong, with
the vast majority of students attending Arizona State
University. Expansion of signature articulation programs
such as the ASU/Maricopa Alliance and the NAU Connection
are intended to further increase student access to university
programs and successful completion of associate’s and
bachelor’s degrees.

One of the most important findings over the past several
years of analysis is the positive correlation between number
of credit hours transferred and performance outcomes at the
universities. These data have been used to focus MCCCD’s
transfer efforts on promotion of strong academic preparation
and associate’s degree completion prior to transfer. Still, the
latest data show that only 24% of new transfer students at
the state universities had completed an associate’s degree.

The transfer rate for Maricopa students to the state
universities shows that large numbers of students who
demonstrate transfer intent do not transfer; only 30%
transfer within six years of entry to the community college.
The addition of transfer data from universities outside the
public state system affords a more comprehensive picture of
student transfer. A substantial number of students are
transferring to other universities, most notably to the
University of Phoenix, Grand Canyon, Ottawa, Brigham
Young, and Ashford.

The analysis of university transfer presented in this briefing
paper suggests that:

e Maricopa students who successfully transfer perform
well at the university.

e The Maricopa Community Colleges contribute
substantially to the production of bachelor’s degrees in
the state of Arizona.

e Efforts to promote academic preparation and
completion of the associate’s degree before transfer
should be increased and outcomes documented.

e Methodology for calculating the Maricopa transfer rate
should account for transfer to universities outside the
public state universities.

Transfer Data Summary: e The district should focus on improving the transfer rate.
2008-09 University Students Who This means identifying the reasons why students who
Transferred 12+ Credit Hours from intend to transfer do not make it, and developing
a Maricopa Community College effective strategies to support their successful transfer.
All Under- New Bachelor’s
raduates Transfer Degrees Data Sources
9 Students Awarded Part I: MCCCD Office of Institutional Effectiveness; Arizona State
Arizona Public System for Information of Student Transfer (ASSIST)
Universities 26,378 6,039 6,193 Part Il: Partner Institution Data Submissions
Other Transfer
Partner Universities 10,492 3,981 1396 Contact the Center for Curriculum and Transfer Articulation for
TOTAL 36,870 10,020 7,589 ad.dltlonal mfor.matlo.n: 480-731-8139. A downlo?dable version of
this document is available at the following web site:
www.maricopa.edu/academic/ccta/report/
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