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Financial Aid Information

www.fafsa.ed.gov

Steps for Applying for Financial Aid
1) Apply for your student aid pin: www.pin.ed.gov

2) Gather the information needed for your FAFSA

3) Complete your FAFSA online

4) Receive your award letter from the training institution
5) Accept your awards and attend classes!

Types of Financial Aid: Loans

Loans are borrowed money that must be repaid, with interest, just
like car loans and mortgages. Since loans require repayment,
students are encouraged to take a loan only after exploring all
other funding possibilities.

Federal Perkins Loan:

»  Eligibility for this loan program depends on fund availability,
student need, enrollment status and prior student debt.
Priority is given to students with exceptional “need.”

First time borrowers have a nine-month grace period before
entering repayment.

Stafford Loans:

m  Under FFEL (Federal Family Education Loan), students
receive their loan through a bank, credit union or other
participating lender.

» Interest rate is variable
You must be enrolled at least half-time to be eligible.
Eligible students who meet the federal definition of “need”
may receive subsidized loans, whereby the federal govern-
ment pays the interest on the loan until the student enters
repayment following a six-month grace period.

1 (800) 4-FED-AID (1-800-433-3243)

Types of Financial Aid: Grants

Grants do not have to be repaid unless, for example, you are
awarded funds incorrectly or you withdraw from school. All federal
grants are awarded to students with financial need. Federal grants
are awarded based on a student’s financial need.

Types of federal grants:

Pell Grant:

Pell Awards are based on need. “Need” is determined by
reviewing last year’s tax information.

The amount of your Federal Pell Grant depends on: cost of
attendance, estimated family contribution, and enrollment
status.

Individuals who have defaulted on a student loan are not
eligible for the Pell Grant.

Individuals with Bachelor’s Degree are not eligible for the Pell
Grant.

Federal Supplemental Educational Opportunity Grants (FSEOG):

FSEOG awards are subject to fund availability, student need,
and enrollment status.

Per federal regulations, priority is given to students who have
exceptional financial need, and who are Pell eligible.

Leveraging Educational Assistance Partnership (LEAP):

Eligibility for LEAP awards: Arizona resident and have
financial need (funds are subject to availability).

Types of Financial Aid: Scholarships

Scholarships do not need to be repaid. Scholarships are generally awarded based on an applicant meeting certain eligibility criteria. Many
scholarships require that you submit a personal statement, or an essay reflecting on one or more of the following topics:

m Personal and family background
m Educational and career goals

= Personal interests, activities, employment, volunteer and community service

When applying for scholarships, keep the following things in mind:

= Apply early and be aware of deadlines

Reason for applying
Challenges you have to overcome in pursuing
your education or career goals

= Be sure your applications are complete

m Take time to prepare your personal statement and have several people

proofread it
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Where to Find Scholarships:
Internet Search Engines

www.fastweb.com
www.scholarships.com
www.collegenet.com

www.collegeboard.com
www.finaid.org
www.free-4u.com

Where to Find Scholarships:
Other Resources
Businesses & Corporations Minority Organizations
Disability Support Services Professional Associations
College Major/Field of Interest Clubs & Groups
Foreign Students Student Affiliations

Public Libraries: www.publiclibraries.com/arizona.htm

Maricopa Community Colleges Financial Aid Offices

www.maricopa.edu/studentaffairs/stud_res/financial_aid.php

Maricopa Community Colleges District Scholarships:
www.maricopa.edu/foundation/apply.php

Chandler-Gilbert Community College (code: 030722)
Phone: (480) 732-7311 Fax: (480) 857-5205

Email: Financialaid@cgcmail.maricopa.edu

Website: www.cgc.edu/ss/aid

*Hours: Monday — Thursday 8:00 am-7:00 pm/Friday 8:00 am-2:30 pm
Scholarships: www.cgc.edu/scholarships

Estrella Mountain Community College (code: 031563)

Phone: (623) 935-8000 Fax: (623) 935-8871
Email: finaid@emcmail.maricopa.edu

Website: www.estrellamountain.edu/financialaid/
*Hours: Monday — Thursday 8:00 am-6:00 pm /Friday 9:00 am-5:00 pm

*Summer Hours: Monday — Thursday 8:00 am-7:00 pm/Closed Fridays
Scholarships: www.estrellamountain.edu/scholarships

Gateway Community College (code: 008303)
Phone: (602) 286-8300 Fax: (602) 286-8072

Email: finanaid@gatewaycc.edu

Website: www.gatewaycc.edu/Pay/Financial Aid/

*Hours: Monday — Thursday 8:00 am-7:00 pm/Friday 8:00 am-5:00 pm
Scholarships: www.gatewaycc.edu/Pay/Scholarships/

Glendale Community College (code: 001076)

Phone: (623) 845-3366 Fax: (623) 845-3310

Website: www.gccaz.edu/finaid/1519.htm

*Hours: Monday — Thursday 8:00 am-7:00 pm/Friday 9:00 am-5:00 pm
*Summer Hours: Closed Fridays

Scholarships: www.gccaz.edu/finaid/scholarships

Mesa Community College (code: 001077)

Phone: (480) 461-7441 Fax: (480) 461-7815

Website: www.mc.maricopa.edu/students/financialaid/

*Hours: Monday — Thursday 8:00 am-7:00 pm/Friday 8:00 am-5:00 pm
*Summer Hours: Monday — Thursday 8:00am-7:00pm/Closed Friday
Scholarships: www.mc.maricopa.edu/students/financialaid/scholarships.html

Paradise Valley Community College (code: 026236)
Phone: (602) 787-7100 Fax: (602) 787-7105

Website: www.pvc.maricopa.edu/finaid/

*Hours: Monday — Thursday 7:30 am-7:00 pm

Scholarships: www.pve.maricopa.edu/finaid/fa_search.htm
*hours are subject to change without notice
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Maricopa Skill Center (code: E00701)

Phone: (602) 238-4350 Fax: (623) 238-4349

Email: msc.finaid@gwmail.maricopa.edu

Website: www.maricopaskillcenter.com/index.php?
option=com_content&task=section&id=15&Itemid=291
*Hours: Monday — Friday 8:00am-4:30pm

Phoenix College (code: 001078)

Phone: (602) 285-7410 Fax: (602) 285-7425

Email: finaid@pcmail.maricopa.edu

Website: www.pc.maricopa.edu/faid

*Hours: Monday — Thursday 8:00 am-6:00 pm/Friday 8:00 am - 3:30 pm
Scholarships: www.pc.maricopa.edu/scholarships

Rio Salado College (code: 014483)

Phone: (480) 517-8310 Fax: (480) 517-8329

Email: financial.aid@mail.riosalado.edu

Website: www.riosalado.edu/fa

*Hours: Monday—Thursday: 8:00 am -8:00 pm/Friday & Saturday 8:00 am-
5:00 pm

Scholarships: www.riosalado.edu/financial aid/pages/scholarships.aspx

Scottsdale Community College (code: 008304)

Phone: (480) 423-6549 Fax: (480) 423-6591
Email: finaid@sccmail.maricopa.edu

Website: www.scottsdalecc.edu/financial/
*Hours: Monday — Thursday 8:00 am-7:00 pm /Friday 8:00 am-5:00 pm

*Summer Hours: Closed Fridays
Scholarships: www.scottsdalecc.edu/financial/scholarships page.html

South Mountain Community College (code: 015001)

Phone: (602) 243-8300 Fax: (602) 243-8118

*Hours: Monday — Thursday 8:00 am-7:00 pm/Friday 8:00 am-2:00 pm
Website: enroll.southmountaincc.edu/financialaid/applyforfinancialaid/
default.htm

Scholarships: enroll.southmountaincc.edu/Financial Aid/
ApplyForFinancial Aid/Scholarships.htm

Southwest Skill Center (code: 031563)
Phone: (623) 935-8000 Fax: (623) 935-8871
Email: finaid@emcmail.maricopa.edu

Website: www.estrellamountain.edu/financialaid
*Hours: Monday — Thursday 8:00 am-6:00 pm/Friday 9:00 am—5:00 pm

*Summer Hours: Monday — Thursday 8:00 am-7:00 pm/Closed Fridays
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