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48TH LEGISLATURE, SECOND REGULAR SESSION, 2008
Legislative Update as of January 25, 2008
The 2nd regular session of the 48th Arizona Legislature began last week on January 14.  The primary focus of this legislative session will be the state budget.  


Budget

Governor's Plan
The Governor protects community college formula-funding in both her FY '08 and '09 budgets.  For FY '09 the Governor proposes using state agency budget savings, non tax increase revenue generation, use of the state's rainy day fund, a K-12 rollover and bonding to meet the projected budget deficit (financing of K-12 facilities is a key and controversial part of her plan as viewed by the Legislature's budget chairmen; it occupies more than a third of her proposed FY '09 solutions).  She has publicly maintained that the last areas of the budget that should be cut are those related to education.  


Legislature's Plan
The Joint Legislative Budget Committee chairmen's (Senator Bob Burns, Rep. Russell Pearce) FY '09 recommendations include the following impacts on our District's share of state revenues: 


Dual enrollment operations, fund at 50 percent:                           $   1,567,700
Eliminate dual enrollment capital funding:                                   $      494,200 
Suspend capital outlay (FY '08 suspension = $11,204,000):        $ 11,129,800 
Eliminate hold harmless provision:                                               $      471,000


The chairmen also recommend capping the statewide community college equalization program at FY 2008 levels for FY '09, eliminating tribal college funding and rolling back a public safety appropriation to Northland Pioneer passed this year.  Other possible options include not funding enrollment growth for FY '09 and rolling back a subsidy for out-of-county reimbursement. 

The 09 budget hearing for community colleges is scheduled for Thursday, January 31 at 1:30pm. 


Policy Issues

The state budget deficit has required so much focus that both the House Speaker and the Senate President have suspended committee hearings for this week.  Although we expect to see a number of bills affecting the District introduced in the next several weeks, the central focus of the session will remain the state budget.  Issues we do expect to be discussed this session include legislation affecting out-of-county tuition reimbursement for those counties without community college districts, textbook pricing and credit card company advertisement on university and college campuses.  

One issue in particular that may occupy the District's attention is a proposed state board for community colleges.  A number of stakeholder meetings were held prior to the session and as recently as January 16.  Participants, including our Chancellor, have consistently advocated for the protection of current governing board legal authority. 


Session Information

For more information about legislative activity and specific bills starting in the next few weeks, feel free to contact us directly at 1-8150.
