	Bill highlights - hearings scheduled for the week of February 13, 2006


	House Universities, Community Colleges & Technology (agenda link below) 
http://www.azleg.state.az.us/FormatDocument.asp?inDoc=/agendas/0214016083%2Edoc%2Ehtm
Senate Higher Education (agenda link below) 

http://www.azleg.state.az.us/FormatDocument.asp?inDoc=/agendas/0215010983%2Edoc%2Ehtm


	HB 2050 higher education reform (Knaperek) The proposed strike-everything amendment to HB 2050 creates a per student growth funding amount through FTSE formulas for universities and community college districts, allows community college districts to offer and confer limited four-year baccalaureate degrees, establishes the State Board for Public State Colleges to approve community college baccalaureate degrees and state colleges, eliminates equalization assistance for community college districts, makes numerous appropriations and makes numerous additional changes to community colleges. This original striker will likely be amended Tuesday in House UCCT with language to codify the JCC recommendations. 
SB 1153 postsecondary institutions; religious organizations; equality (Gray, et al) This bill states that it is unlawful for any public postsecondary institution to deny recognition, access, rights, benefits or privileges to a student organization on the basis that the organization advocates religious, political or philosophical beliefs or perspectives or on the basis that the organization determines its membership or leadership in accordance with its religious, political or philosophical beliefs or perspectives. The bill stems from a lawsuit brought against ASU by the Christian Legal Society. The bill is scheduled for a hearing in Senate Higher Education Wednesday morning. 

SB 1331 postsecondary instruction; offensive coursework alternatives (Verschoor, et al) This bill states that universities or community colleges must adopt procedures by which students who object to any course, coursework, learning material or activity on the basis that it is personally offensive shall be provided with alternatives without financial or academic penalty. Objections can be based on the student's beliefs or practices in sex, morality or religion. This bill is scheduled for a Higher Education hearing this week. 

SB 1431 community colleges; nonresident county; tuition (Bee, et al)  This bill modifies the statutory formula used to calculate reimbursements paid by counties to community college districts that provide services to nonresident students. SB 1431 is scheduled for a Higher Education hearing this week.
HCR 2021 truth in budgeting (Pearce, et al) HCR 2021, upon voter approval, outlines budgeting and accounting principles that are to be used by the Arizona Legislature. This bill is on a House Appropriations agenda for Wednesday.


	Recent Action

	HB 2372 post secondary education; non-accredited courses (Knaperek)
Eliminates state funding for any non-degree/certificate courses.  The bill has the effect of potentially wiping out FTSE funding for developmental education, ABE and other workforce related courses.  This legislation is being primarily pushed by the Arizona Tax Research Association.  The bill passed out of House UCCT with a commitment from the sponsor to work with the stakeholders to remove impacts to those subject areas as listed above and a mechanism for auditing credit courses.

HB 2243 community colleges; reverse credits (Knaperek) 

This bill states that community college district governing boards must develop mechanisms to award community college credits in core curriculum courses to students who originally earned those credits at any other accredited public or private postsecondary institution in the United States. This bill was held in UCCT and has not appeared on an agenda again.
SB 1323 postsecondary education reforms (Bee, et al)  A bill proposed by the University of Phoenix addressing transfer and articulation issues, establishing “university center” programs, “access grants” and an $8 million appropriation for student financial aid. This bill passed out of Senate Higher Ed and awaits an Approps hearing.

HB 2700 JTED omnibus bill (Anderson et, al) This bill is a JTED reform package. The bill passed out of House K-12 and awaits a House Approps hearing.

SB 1289 truth in taxation; levy; election (Martin) Requires a city, town, county or community college district governing board that intends or anticipates an increase in the primary property tax levy to receive voter approval of the increased property tax levy and changes the dollar amount of the county equalization assistance for education rate for FY 2006-2007. This bill failed to pass the Senate floor with a vote of 15 to 13 with 2 not voting. Two other truth in taxation bills are moving through the process, SB 1478 and HB 2685. We are also opposing these bills. 

HB 2599, 2596 and 2597 higher education; immigration (Boone, et al)  These bills address ABE, student status and citizenship.  The bills appeared on the Federal Mandates committee agenda last week and were held, but have not been placed on an agenda again for this week. 


	Budget Update

	The House and Senate Appropriations committees officially adopted the JLBC recommendations for base and enrollment growth funding for community colleges. 


	Other news...

	The Governor has now vetoed two versions of ELL legislation sent to her desk citing the inclusion of a controversial tuition tax credit proposal. The Federal District Court has imposed a $500,000 fine per day until legislation is signed into law. At this point, the fines total over $7 million dollars.  The Governor has proposed new language to the House and Senate to resolve the issue, however at this point no unified approach has been defined.

The Legislature also sent a bill to the Governor increasing state employee pay by percentages and incentives plans. The Governor line-item vetoed a portion related to new state employees and the non-applicability of merit system rules. The House and Senate have taken formal action to file suit against the Governor citing the veto was unconstitutional as it was not a direct appropriation.

The Legislature has set a new record for total number of bills introduced. The House has introduced 943 bills in total, while the Senate has filed 634.

This is the last week to hear bills in their chambers’ committees of origin. Transfer of bills to the other chamber will occur in the coming two weeks to begin further action on legislation still moving through the process.


