MARICOPA COMMUNITY COLLEGES

OFFICE OF GOVERNMENT RELATIONS

48TH LEGISLATURE, SECOND REGULAR SESSION, 2008

Legislative Update as of February 14, 2008

Budget Update: Joint Appropriations hearings have been completed for the 08 shortfall and 09 budget. Legislative and Executive negotiations continue as members try to address the deficit.  
General Update: This is day thirty-two of the session. Deadlines for bill introduction have now passed and we continue to identify and work with leadership and staff to analyze bills of interest to the Maricopa Community Colleges.  Please find below, just a few of these bills that have recent status changes.  

SB 1214 concealed weapons; school grounds

The prohibition against carrying a weapon onto school grounds does not apply to persons who possess a valid concealed carry permit. For purposes of this section of statute, the definition of "school" is expanded to include community colleges as well as universities, both public and private. Status: On a Senate Judiciary agenda Monday, February 18. 

SB 1175/HB 2230 college textbooks; information

When a publisher of a textbook or supplemental materials for college courses provides information about the materials to a faculty member or other person at a community college or university, the publisher must provide specified information, including the suggested retail price and wholesale price, the copyright dates of any previous editions, whether the materials are available in any other format and a summary of the substantive content differences between the current and previous editions. Status: Striker language available for a House Higher Education agenda Tuesday, February 19 and Senate Higher Education Wednesday, February 20.

SCR 1012 secure and verifiable information

The 2008 general election ballot is to carry the question of whether to amend statutes to require political subdivisions of this state to accept only verifiable (defined) identification documents and prohibit disbursement of public services unless the recipient produces identification that is issued by a political subdivision of this state, a federally recognized Indian tribe or a state or federal authority and that is verifiable (defined) by a law enforcement or Homeland Security agency. Status: Awaits Senate Rules. 

SB 1147 tuition waivers; transfer; spouses

The Board of Regents or a community college district may transfer a tuition waiver scholarship for which a member or former member of the Arizona National Guard is eligible to his/her spouse or former spouse if: 1) The Board or district receives proof that the member/former member is not going to use the waiver and that s/he consents to the spouse/former spouse using the waiver (if s/he has the capacity to consent); and 2) The spouse is not remarried.   Status: Awaits Senate Appropriations.
HB 2527 JTEDS; adult students
A person over 22 years of age may attend vocational programs on campus during regular school hours in a Joint Technological Education District (JTED) if the program has additional student capacity after the enrollment of persons 22 years of age or younger. Status: Awaits House Appropriations.
HB 2223 retired military veterans; in-state tuition

The proposed strike-everything amendment to HB 2223 clarifies that members of the USAF who are stationed in Arizona pursuant to military orders, their spouses and their dependent children are entitled to immediate classification as an in-state student.  Provides for the transfer of educational benefits, to the extent permitted by Federal law, to dependents of an active member of the USAF, a discharged veteran of the USAF or a member of the USAF killed in combat. Status: On a House Counties, Municipalities, Veterans Affairs agenda Tuesday, February 19.
HB 2496 state board for community colleges

Establishes an 11-member State Board for Community Colleges, replacing a predecessor agency (the State Board of Directors for Community Colleges) which was terminated in 2003. Twenty-eight separate enumerated   duties are installed in statute, including: coordinating community college budget requests to the Legislature, monitoring college compliance with adopted policies and procedures; and making annual reports. The board sunsets on July 1, 2018. Status: On a House Higher Education agenda Tuesday, February 19. 

Summaries obtained from Arizona legislative on-line Arizona (LOLA) and azleg.gov

