MARICOPA COMMUNITY COLLEGES

OFFICE OF GOVERNMENT RELATIONS

48TH LEGISLATURE, SECOND REGULAR SESSION, 2008

Legislative Update as of February 29, 2008

Today is the 47th day of the 2008 legislative session.
Budget

Joint Appropriations hearings have been completed for the ‘08 shortfall and ‘09 budget. Budget bills for the ‘08 shortfall contain no cuts to community colleges at this point; both issues have been combined into a single budget discussion for the Legislature. Legislative and executive negotiations continue as members try to address the deficit.  

General Update

Deadlines for bill introduction have now passed and we continue to identify and work with legislative leadership and staff to analyze bills of interest to the Maricopa Community Colleges.  Friday, March 7th is the deadline for hearing bills in committees (in their chamber of origin.) A few significant bills and District positions are listed below for your information.  

Policy and Fiscal issues

HB 2496 state board for community colleges

Establishes an 11-member State Board for Community Colleges, replacing a predecessor agency (the State Board of Directors for Community Colleges) which was terminated in 2003. Twenty-eight separate enumerated  duties are installed in statute, including: coordinating community college budget requests to the Legislature, monitoring college compliance with adopted policies and procedures; and making annual reports.  Status: Passed House Higher Education; awaits House Government hearing (March 4th). 

Position: The proposal continues to develop through amendments and stakeholder meetings. At this point, no appropriation is included to fund this board.  Current language appears to supersede governing board authority.
SB 1214 concealed weapons; school grounds

Allows a person with a valid concealed carry weapons (CCW) permit to possess a concealed firearm on the grounds of a community college or university.

Status: Passed Senate Judiciary committee; awaits Rules hearing. 
Position: Oppose
Currently there are over 50,000 CCW permit holders in Maricopa County alone.  
Standards for these permits are not very stringent. 
This legislation may:
1. Raise the potential for violence on campus
2. Raise the potential for threats and intimidation
3.  Increase the level of fear on campus
4.  Make the job of our college safety officers more difficult by having to deal with armed individuals on campus.

(The legislation does not provide a school immunity over death, injury or damage caused by a person with a permit who carries a weapon onto school grounds.)
SCR 1012 secure and verifiable information

Subject to voter approval, this would prohibit law enforcement or other government agencies, commissions, boards or districts that require identification for providing services from accepting an identification document unless the document is issued by a political subdivision, Indian tribe, a state or federal authority, or the document is a specific type of passport. Status: Awaits Senate Rules. 

Position: Oppose 
· We have sufficient procedures to verify identity beyond compliance with Prop 300 through internal protocols, as well as safeguards against identity theft.
· This sets extreme limits on what can be considered valid identification.  
· Several of the Colleges’ Safety Departments issue school photo identification cards.  There may be cases where cards would not be issued under the provisions of this bill because the identification that is the basis for the card may not be considered valid.  Any student service that requires a college ID may prove difficult to obtain. 
HB 2585 general obligation bond requirements
Modifies requirements for the levying and issuance of government general obligation bonds. Status: Scheduled for House Ways and Means hearing Monday, March 3rd. 
Position: Oppose
· This bill is addressing isolated and compounded issues created by highly unusual one-year increases in the secondary assessed value of residential property.

· Some of the changes may not lower taxpayer costs but actually have the potential to increase costs because they only consider current year ramifications at the expense of the long-term conservative financing objectives and prudent debt management. 

· Most of the proposed measures could be handled by revising voter information pamphlet disclosures instead of imposing the proposed restrictions
SCR 1003 Prop. 13 Arizona

The 2008 general election ballot is to carry the question of whether to amend Article IX of the state constitution to limit the maximum aggregate amounts of all state and local property taxes to 0.5% of the value on residential property (owner-occupied, rental property and mobile homes), and to 1% of the value on any other real property. Beginning in tax year 2009, the baseline full cash value of real property is the valuation on the 2003 tax bill or, if the property was not on the tax roll in 2003, on the actual purchase price. After 2009, the full cash value of real property cannot increase more than 2% over the previous year. For residents 65 or older whose income is less than 400% of the federal supplemental security income benefit rate (or 500% if the property is owned by two people), a “property valuation protection option” is created which fixes the full cash value of the property at the amount in effect during the year the option is approved by the county assessor. Status: Awaits Senate Finance hearing.
Position: Oppose
If passed by voters, this referendum would impact Maricopa’s resources for 2009-10. Maricopa could see loss of property tax revenues in the $200 million range-36% of Maricopa’s budget.  

· A sustained loss of resources of this magnitude would require much more than a deferral of purchases or a hiring freeze.  This would require a fundamental change in mission.  Actions such as an immediate halt to the 2004 bond program, elimination of degree programs, cutting student services to a minimum, reduced operating hours, elimination of programs for special populations to the extent this is permitted by State or Federal law (example, compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act is not optional).  
· The numbers of students served clearly would decline as classes and programs were eliminated.  
· The ability to access higher education would be severely curtailed at a time when the need for more higher educational opportunities is skyrocketing.  
HB 2527  JTEDs; adult students 

Permits adult students to attend vocational programs in a Joint Technological Education District (JTED).  Status: Awaits a House Appropriations hearing.

Position: Oppose

· This bill blurs the lines between a community college and a JTED; which were designed to provide CTE alternatives to high school students.  

· Community colleges are accredited to confer degrees (students can get a job in the field we train them in), we educate and train- so we help the student develop skills and also provide general education that is transferable.

· The more postsecondary education a person receives, the greater their life-long earning capacity becomes and the better their quality of life.
SB 1175/HB 2230 information; college textbooks (strike-everything amendment adopted in committee)
Requires publishers of postsecondary course materials to disclose, on request, to public university and community college faculty members and staff written information on course material offerings, prices, copyright dates and substantive content differences between editions.  Directs the public universities and community colleges to notify faculty members and staff of publisher disclosure policies and encourage timely book ordering.  Status: Awaits floor action. Position: Neutral
For more information please check the Government Relations website: www.maricopa.edu/govrel or feel free to contact us directly at 1-8150. 
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