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	Bill update

	Taxation/Budget issues

SB 1289 truth in taxation; levy; election Requires a city, town, county or community college district governing board that intends or anticipates an increase in the primary property tax levy to receive voter approval of the increased property tax levy and changes the dollar amount of the county equalization assistance for education rate for FY 2006-2007. This bill failed to pass the Senate floor with a vote of 15 to 13 with 2 not voting. Two other truth in taxation bills are moving through the process, SB 1478 and HB 2685.  Status: Two bills have moved to opposite chambers and have been assigned to committees. These issues may remain as stand-alone bills or addressed in the budget process. There may be other proposals related to secondary tax assessment caps.

HCR 2022 HCR 2022, upon voter approval, specifies methods for determining maximum limits on state revenues and expenditures for FY 2008 and each year thereafter.  Status: Retained in committee of the whole. 

Various Higher Education issues

HB 2050 higher education reform The proposed strike-everything amendment to HB 2050 allows community college district governing boards to offer 300-level courses if certain conditions are met and establishes the 11-member State Charter Board for Higher Education, a process for creating public state charter colleges and a program for providing postsecondary education grants for eligible students to obtain a grant for postsecondary education purposes. Status: Failed House UCCT with a vote of 2 to 6 to 1 not voting.

HB 2051 higher education council The proposed strike-everything amendment to HB 2051 creates the 13-member Coordinating Council for Public Higher Education, specifies its duties and membership and prescribes a limited mechanism for community college districts to offer baccalaureate degrees if the public universities cannot fulfill the determined postsecondary education needs. Status: Held in UCCT hearing.

SB 1323 postsecondary education reforms   Appropriates $15.1 million in FY 2006 – 2007 from the state General Fund to the Arizona Commission for Postsecondary Education for the Postsecondary Financial Assistance Program, a five-year university center pilot program, and a five-year university access grant pilot program. Allows private postsecondary education institutions to participate in the Arizona Board of Regents distance learning network and the statewide articulation and transfer system. Status: Passed committee of the whole with amendment. (further analysis of amendment required) 

SB 1331 postsecondary instruction; offensive coursework Requires universities and community colleges to provide a student with alternative coursework if the student deems regular coursework to be personally offensive. Status: Failed the Senate with a roll call vote 12 to 17. 

HB 2372 postsecondary education; non accredited courses HB 2372 requires monies appropriated from the state General Fund to be used only on courses that prepare students for a qualified community college certificate or degree program or university degree program, lead students to a community college certification or degree or university degree or that are acceptable for transfer to a regionally accredited public or private college or university. Status: Failed twice in the House (original calendar and reconsideration).  We will look to the budget to see language related to this as well.

HB 2626 Arizona Work Study Program HB 2626 requires the Arizona Department of Commerce to develop and be responsible for the Arizona Work Study Program, establishes the Arizona Work Study Fund) and appropriates $5,000,000 to the Fund. Status: Passed the House 40 to 17 with amendment removing Dept. of Commerce and inserting language related to the Postsecondary Commission. (further analysis of amendment required)

SB 1045 postsecondary institutions; SAIS numbers Directs state universities and community colleges to use student identification numbers that correspond to or reference Arizona Department of Education assigned Student Accountability Information System numbers.  Status: Clarifying implementation language adopted per campus feedback. Awaits House Rules hearing.

HB 2797 K-20 coordinating council HB 2797 replaces the Arizona Commission for Postsecondary Education with the K-20 Coordinating Council, renames the Postsecondary Education Fund as the K-20 Coordinating Council Fund, specifies duties of the Council, provides a subtraction from Arizona gross income for contributions to the Arizona 529 College Savings Plan and appropriates a total of $580,100 to the Council for up to eight full-time equivalent positions. Status: Awaits House floor action..

HB 2816 universities; credit threshold HB 2816 narrows the scope of credit hour thresholds, specifies how the threshold credit hours are counted and provides exemptions.  Additionally, the bill specifies how and when budget adjustments based on student enrollment must occur. The bill includes various exemptions from the undergraduate credit hour threshold including:   Community college credits earned by a student if those credits are not applied to the student’s degree program when the student transfers to a public university in Arizona. Status: Scheduled for Senate Higher Ed 3/15.

SB 1431 community colleges; nonresident county; tuition Modifies the statutory formula used to calculate reimbursements paid by counties to community college districts that provide services to nonresident students. Status: Awaits further stakeholder meeting and Senate Floor action.

HB 2059 veterans’ services; powers and duties  Clarifies that a veteran must be eligible for benefits provided by the Montgomery GI Bill (38 United States Code; 10 United States Code Chapter 1606) to receive a tuition or books and materials deferment from a public postsecondary institution. Status: Awaits Senate caucus.
SB 1153 postsecondary institutions; religious organizations; equality Prohibits public postsecondary institutions from denying registration or recognition to student organizations that advocate or base their membership criteria on religious, political or philosophical beliefs. Status:  Passed Senate, transmitted to the House.
HB 2323 universities; entrance examinations; scores  HB 2323 requires the Arizona Board of Regents (ABOR) to require students applying for admission to a public university to include their component scores from the American College Test (ACT), Scholastic Assessment Test (SAT) or other nationally recognized placement test on their application
Status: Awaits House Rules committee.

HB 2244 social security numbers; government request This bill states that state and local governments (including school districts and community colleges) are prohibited from requiring people to provide their social security number on any form or registration unless otherwise required by law. Status:  Did not receive a hearing in the House. 

SB 1446 study committee; postsecondary tuition grants Establishes the Joint Legislative Study Committee on Postsecondary Education Tuition Grants. Status: Awaits UCCT hearing.  
Immigration

SCR 1031 public programs; citizens Subject to voter approval, requires that recipients of certain state-funded services (includes language related to higher education and ABE, student status and citizenship) are legal residents in the United States. Directs the entities that provide these services to report on the number of people who applied to participate in the stated programs and the number who were not eligible for those programs due to their status as a person not lawfully domiciled in the United States.  Status: This bill awaits a full Senate vote.

Other issues of interest…

HB 2019 governmental agency; compromised information; disclosure If a breach of security occurs at a governmental agency that owns, licenses and/or maintains personal- or entity-identifying information, the agency must notify all persons and entities whose information may have been compromised with 72 hours. Law enforcement must be notified within 48 hours. Status: Did not receive a hearing in the House. 

HB 2020 governmental agency; records disposal Government agencies must erase, shred, or otherwise make unreadable any personal- or entity-identifying information contained in agency records (hard copy or electronic) being disposed of or discarded. Status: 

Did not receive a hearing in the House. 

SB 1225 public records; declaratory action Requires consent of a requestor of public records before a public body is allowed to commence a declaratory action and allows for award of attorney fees if the requestor substantially prevails in court. Status: Awaits House Judiciary hearing. 



	Budget Update

	Budget negotiations are continuing and will likely proceed for the next week. 


	Other news...

	Deadlines for committee meetings to hear bills from the opposite chamber will likely be extended for the next two weeks. 
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