MARICOPA COMMUNITY COLLEGES

OFFICE OF GOVERNMENT RELATIONS

48TH LEGISLATURE, FIRST REGULAR SESSION, 2007

Legislative Update as of March 20, 2007

General Update: This is day 72 of the session. April 17th is the 100th day.  Deadlines for committee hearings are fast approaching while budget discussions pick up pace.  Please find below, a list of bills that affect community colleges, higher education and political subdivisions.  (The bills on this list are modified or deleted depending on the status and introduction of various issues.) 

Budget Update: 

· Members of Senate leadership are holding small-group, behind-closed-door meetings with its members to develop consensus on budget issues. There continues to be a discussion about extending bonding timelines for road construction to infuse money into projects, as well as bonding for school construction.  These issues appear to be main points of contention with regard to budget resolution for the ‘07 session, along with the Governor’s increased revenue estimates. 
· Community college budgets were adopted February 19th in a Joint Sub Appropriations committee. JLBC and OSPB have both recommended full-funding for community colleges.  A full Appropriations hearing has not yet been scheduled for final adoption. Senate Appropriations originally had assigned a subcommittee to hold budget workshops on community college equalization, hold-harmless, dual enrollment and credit/non-credit courses. This subcommittee has not yet met.  Footnotes were also included in community college budgets to address Proposition 300 implementation. 
SB1612/SB 1542

teachers; instructors; prohibited activity

This bill prohibits any instructor in a public K-12 or postsecondary institution while in the instructor’s official capacity from endorsing, supporting or opposing any political candidate or office, legislation, litigation or court action or advocating one side of a social, political or cultural issue that is a matter of partisan controversy. STATUS:  Amended in Senate K-12 committee to remove higher education implications, bill failed 3 to 5.  The bill was then heard as SB 1542 in Senate Government and passed with a vote of 4 to 3.  Several stakeholder meetings have occurred between the sponsor and the higher education community.  Current policies and procedures have been presented to the sponsor for his review. 

HB2317

state board; community colleges

HB 2317 establishes a state board of community colleges. Delineates membership, power and duties, etc. A technical amendment was placed on the bill to keep it moving through the process. STATUS: Stakeholder meetings have occurred and amendment language is currently being prepared for a possible hearing next week in the Senate.
SB1068

schools; dual enrollment reforms

Modifies the admission requirements for a student enrolled in a community college course offered at a high school campus and establishes a uniform format for the intergovernmental agreements between the community college district and the school districts and charters for dual enrollment programs. STATUS: Passed all policy committees, awaits House rules.
SB1077
water utility systems; valuation
This bill prescribes a maximum property valuation for water utility systems regulated by the Arizona Corporation Commission. Status: Awaits Senate Rules
HB2363
personal property tax; accelerated depreciation
HB 2363 increases the amount of accelerated depreciation allowed for personal property purchased on or after 2007 for property tax purposes. Status: Awaits House Rules. May be in issue for the budget.
HCR2018
repeal business personal property tax
This resolution, subject to voter approval, eliminates the business personal property tax. Status: Awaits House Rules. May be an issue for the budget.

HB2400/SB1028

accelerate class one tax reduction

SB 1028 accelerates the class 1 property assessment ratio reduction. STATUS: Awaits House and Senate rules and Floor action.  May be an issue in the budget.
HB2206

teacher shortage student loan program

HB2206 establishes the Teacher Shortage Student Loan Program which will grant loans to students pursuing a teaching degree at an Arizona university or for those students who will pursue a teaching degree after transferring to a university from a community college.  Students receive payments during their pursuit of a teaching degree to help defray in-state tuition costs.  After completion of a teaching degree, recipients who are willing to work in geographic areas within the state which are experiencing teacher shortages receive compensation to be applied against monies due under the loan. Provides that ABOR may grant loans to students who are enrolled in a post baccalaureate teaching certificate program at a university under the jurisdiction of ABOR or a community college district. STATUS:  Awaits House Rules Committee. May be an issue in the budget.
HB2497

public buildings; energy savings goals

HB 2497 states that all community college districts shall reduce energy use in public buildings that they administer by fifteen per cent per square feet of floor area on or before July 1, 2011 and by twenty per cent per square foot of floor area on or before July 1, 2015, using July 1, 2001 through June 30, 2002 as the baseline year. UPDATE: This bill was amended to removes the requirement for community college districts to comply with the reduction in energy use. STATUS: Awaits House Rules committee.
HB2457

firearms; peace officers

HB 2457 provides that this state, a county, a city or town or any other political subdivision of this state cannot prohibit a peace officer from carrying a firearm. STATUS: Passed House and awaits Senate floor action.
SB1322

DPS employees; university tuition waiver

Requires the three public universities to grant tuition waivers to Arizona Department of Public Safety (DPS) employees. Status: Awaits Senate Appropriations. 
SB1081

community colleges; nonresident county; tuition

SB 1081/HB 2385 modifies the statutory formula used to calculate reimbursements paid by counties for their residents to attend an established community college district. STATUS: Awaits Senate Appropriations and House Rules hearings. May be an issue for the budget.
HB2245

college courses; high school credit

HB 2245 provides that an equivalent amount of high school academic credit be awarded to a student who takes an appropriate community college or university course. STATUS: Awaits Senate K-12 and Higher Ed hearings.  A striker is being proposed related to the subject of  international studies at the K-12 level. 
HB2266

educational voucher managers

HB 2266 requires educational voucher managers be appointed at the three state universities and two for community colleges. The bill has been amended to place the program under the purview of the Arizona Commission on Postsecondary Education.  STATUS: Awaits House Rules hearing.

HB2138

colleges; vocational education evaluation; repeal

HB 2138 repeals the requirement for community college district governing boards to evaluate their vocational and technological education programs every five years. STATUS: Awaits Senate Higher Education hearing. A striker is being proposed to this bill addressing math achievement grants.
HB2510

tuition waivers; combat deaths

HB 2510 requires the Arizona Board of Regents and community college districts to provide tuition waiver scholarships to persons who meet specified requirements. STATUS: Awaits House Rules hearing.
HB2094

national guard; tuition waivers; spouses.

HB 2094 allows the spouse of an Arizona National Guard member or former member to receive a public higher education tuition waiver if certain conditions are met. STATUS: Awaits House floor action.
HB2296

Arizona work-study program

HB 2296 establishes the Arizona Work-Study Program under the Arizona Commission on Postsecondary Education (ACPE), requires the ACPE to develop and be responsible for the Program, establishes the Arizona Work Study Fund and appropriates $5,000,000 to the Fund. STATUS: Awaits House Appropriations hearing.

