MARICOPA COMMUNITY COLLEGES

OFFICE OF GOVERNMENT RELATIONS

48TH LEGISLATURE, FIRST REGULAR SESSION, 2007

Legislative Update as of April 23, 2007

General Update: This is day 106 of the session. 108 bills have been signed and 3 bills have been vetoed.  A total of 1,420 bills have been introduced this session not counting budget bills.  Please find below, a list of bills that affect community colleges, higher education and political subdivisions.  (The bills on this list are modified or deleted depending on the status and introduction of various issues.) 

Budget Update: 

· House and Senate members are separately holding small working group meetings on various budget issues. The Governor has withdrawn a controversial proposal to bond for school construction.  Without that point of contention, the remaining issues left for negotiation revolve around tax cuts.  We look for budget bills and hearing this week. 
· Community college budgets were adopted February 19th in a Joint Sub Appropriations committee. JLBC and OSPB have both recommended full-funding for community colleges.  A full Appropriations hearing has not yet been scheduled for final adoption. Senate Appropriations originally had assigned a subcommittee to hold budget workshops on community college equalization, hold-harmless, dual enrollment and credit/non-credit courses. This subcommittee has not yet met.  Footnotes were also included in community college budgets to address Proposition 300 implementation. 
HB2457

firearms; peace officers

HB 2457 provides that this state, a county, a city or town or any other political subdivision of this state cannot prohibit a peace officer from carrying a firearm. Status: Signed by the Governor.
SB1068

schools; dual enrollment reforms

Modifies the admission requirements for a student enrolled in a community college course offered at a high school campus and establishes a uniform format for the intergovernmental agreements between the community college district and the school districts and charters for dual enrollment programs. STATUS: Awaits conference committee.
HB2779

fair and legal employment act

Prohibits knowingly hiring an unauthorized alien.  Establishes legal employment affidavit requirements for employers and criminal penalties for false swearing on the affidavit.  Requires use of the Basic Employment Verification Pilot Program by the state and political subdivisions by specified dates.  Expands the definition of aggravated identity theft. Makes multiple appropriations.  The bill specifically addresses the following areas for political subdivisions: 
· Requires the state, after hiring an employee, to verify the employment eligibility of the employee through the Basic Pilot Program.  (A.R.S. § 23-214) 

· Requires the Auditor General (OAG) to conduct a performance audit to evaluate the state’s use of the Basic Pilot Program, which includes the following:a)   the costs incurred by the state to verify the employment eligibility of employees.b)  the number of additional state employees required to verify the employment eligibility of employees. c)  a summary of results and any error rates that occurred.  (A.R.S. § 23-214)

· Requires the OAG to report the findings of the performance audit and any recommendations to the Speaker of the House of Representatives and the President of the Senate.  (A.R.S. § 23-214) 

· Requires, after September 1, 2008, every political subdivision to verify the employment eligibility of the employee through the Basic Pilot Program, after hiring an employee. (A.R.S. § 23-214) 

· Prohibits a state procurement officer from awarding a contract to any contractor or subcontractor that provides services in the state unless the employment eligibility of the employees of the contractor or subcontractor who perform the services in the state will be verified by the contractor or subcontractor through the Basic Pilot Program.  This does not affect contracts in place before the act becomes effective.  (A.R.S. § 23-214) 

· Prohibits, after September 1, 2008, a political subdivision from awarding a contract to any contactor or subcontractor that provides services in this state unless the eligibility of the employees of the contractor or subcontractor who perform services in the state will be verified by the contractor or subcontractor through the Basic Pilot Program.  (A.R.S. § 23-214)

· Requires the contractor and subcontractor, before a contract is awarded by the state or a political subdivision, to provide to the procurement officer the Basic Pilot Program verification documents for all employees who will perform services under the contract.  (A.R.S. § 23-214)
Status: Awaits Senate Floor action. Members in the Senate have asked that several questions be answered by the sponsor before the bill goes for a vote or through further amendments. 
HB2317

state board; community colleges

HB 2317 establishes a state board of community colleges. Delineates membership, power and duties, etc. A technical amendment was placed on the bill to keep it moving through the process. STATUS: The Chair of the House Higher Education committee held several stakeholder meetings which included policy makers and district CEOs to brainstorm and discuss state oversight of community colleges. Draft language was not released for this session. This issue may be addressed in the interim or for the 2008 session.
HB2018

national guard; tuition waivers; spouses

Expands the tuition waiver scholarship to the spouse of a current or former member of the National Guard who received a Purple Heart on or after September 11, 2001, or was medically discharged due to an injury in the line of duty, as well as a current or former member, or the member’s spouse, of the military reserve unit of any branch of the United States armed forces, who is a resident and received a Purple Heart on or after September 11, 2001, or was medically discharged due to an injury in the line of duty. Status: Awaits Rules hearing.

SB1612/SB 1542

teachers; instructors; prohibited activity

This bill prohibits any instructor in a public K-12 or postsecondary institution while in the instructor’s official capacity from endorsing, supporting or opposing any political candidate or office, legislation, litigation or court action or advocating one side of a social, political or cultural issue that is a matter of partisan controversy. STATUS:  Several stakeholder meetings have occurred between the sponsor and the higher education community.  Current policies and procedures were presented to the sponsor for his review. 

HB 2021

 relating to health sciences students; fingerprinting
Allows a public or private postsecondary institution’s program that requires clinical training in health care facilities to require a person to obtain a valid fingerprint clearance card as a condition of acceptance as a health sciences student or as a condition of employment as a clinical assistant. Status: Awaits House informational hearing. 

HB2208

open meetings; minutes; redacted information

(NOW: open meetings; minutes; recordings)

Requires a subcommittee and advisory committee to, when applicable, post minutes, a statement describing legal action and a recording of the meeting within ten working days following the meeting’s culmination.  Status: Signed by the Governor.
HCR2029

Arizona DREAM act

This resolution states that regardless of the person's immigration status, a person who entered this state as a minor, who is entitled to classification as an in-state student pursuant to section 15‑1802 or as a resident for tuition purposes pursuant to section 15-1802.01 and who is eligible for admission to a university under the jurisdiction of the Arizona board of regents or to a community college under the jurisdiction of the governing board of a community college district shall be classified as an in-state student and as a resident of the county in which the community college district is located. Status: This bill never received a hearing.

HB2401

state equalization property tax; repeal.

HB 2401 repeals the state equalization property tax.  Status:  This may be an issue for the budget.
SCR1011

residential property tax; valuation limitation

Status:  This bill did not receive a hearing.

HCR2018
repeal business personal property tax
This resolution, subject to voter approval, eliminates the business personal property tax. Status: Awaits House Rules. May be an issue for the budget.

HB2400/SB1028

accelerate class one tax reduction

SB 1028 accelerates the class 1 property assessment ratio reduction. STATUS: Awaits House and Senate rules and Floor action.  May be an issue in the budget.

SB1069

postsecondary education grants; implementation

SB 1069 changes eligibility requirements for participation in the Postsecondary Education Grant Program (Program), clarifies that the grants from the Program are capped at a maximum of four years, adds a prohibition on private postsecondary employees and their family members from participation under specified criteria and requires students to supply specified documentation as proof of graduation from high school.  Status:  Held in House Rules.

HB2145

ASRS; long-term disability amendments

This bill modifies eligibility and income offsets for the Long-term Disability (LTD) Program within the Arizona State Retirement System (ASRS).   Increases LTD benefit offsets for disabilities commencing on or after July 1, 2008, in the following manner:  a)      by 100 percent of any social security disability benefits received by the member.  b)      by 100 percent of any social security retirement benefits received by the member.

· Excludes from the calculation of any LTD offset, commencing after July 1, 2008, reasonable fees paid to an attorney to secure the disability benefits and any cost of living adjustments granted to the member after the commencement of LTD benefits.

· Increases, from three months to six months, the preexisting condition exclusion to receive LTD benefits for disabilities commencing after July 1, 2008.

· Requires ASRS to recover any overpayment of monies from LTD Program benefits by reducing future pension or LTD payments to the overpaid member.

Status: Awaits Governor’s action.

HB2146

appropriation; retirement system; Burke litigation
the sum of $5,200,000 is appropriated from the state general fund in fiscal year 2006-2007 to the Arizona state retirement system to pay attorney fees and costs incurred on behalf of employers in the class action lawsuit entitled James J. Burke v. ASRS et al., Pima County Cause No. 316479, as awarded by the court.   Status:  This bill did not receive a hearing, but may be an issue for the budget. 

SB1611

postsecondary institution loan commission

Establishes the nine-member Postsecondary Institution Loan Commission to request annual proposals to borrow money and issue tax-exempt bonds, lend money and issue scholarships to postsecondary students and purchase existing student loans on the secondary market.  Status: This bill failed on Senate 3rd reading.
HB2701

Arizona twenty-first century fund

Appropriates $35 million from the State General Fund in FY 2007-08 to the Arizona 21st Century Competitive Initiative Fund (Fund), and appropriates the funds to the Commerce and Economic Development Commission for uses established by law for the Fund.  Status: Awaits a House Appropriations committee hearing. 

HB2498

clean elections; technical correction

(NOW: AHCCCS; healthcare group coverage)

Subjects Healthcare Group (HCG) contractors, effective September 1, 2008,  to regulation by the Department of Insurance (DOI), with specified exemptions.  Eliminates HCG eligibility for employees of the state and political subdivisions.  Specifies that the Arizona Health Care Cost Containment System (AHCCCS) Administration is not financially responsible for delivering or paying for HCG services.  Status: This bill failed in the Senate Health committee. 

SB1081/HB2385

community colleges; nonresident county; tuition

SB 1081/HB 2385 modifies the statutory formula used to calculate reimbursements paid by counties for their residents to attend an established community college district. STATUS: Awaits Senate Appropriations and House Rules hearings. May be an issue for the budget.
HB2202

schools; adult education fees

This bill allows adult education providers, subject to review and approval by the Arizona Department of Education (ADE), to charge supplemental fees to eligible adults who are participating in the adult education programs.  Status: Awaits Senate Floor action.

SB1183

parking agreements; technical correction

(NOW: early graduation scholarship program; funding)

Requires school districts and charter schools that provide instruction in grades 9-12 to develop, implement and administer the Program to provide eligible students with a scholarship grant to pay all or a portion of the tuition, books and fees charged at a qualifying school for a maximum of two years. Status: Awaits House 3rd reading.
SB1060

ASRS; contribution return; reinstatement
The strike everything amendment to SB 1060 limits an ASRS member’s ability to receive a return of their employer’s contribution and allows ASRS to recover errors in computation of benefits by reducing that benefit. Status: Awaits House Rules.
SB1350

combat deaths; tuition waivers
Requires community college districts and the ABOR, for the institutions under their respective jurisdictions, to provide a tuition waiver scholarship to the child or spouse of a member of the United States Armed Forces who was an Arizona resident or was stationed in Arizona and who was killed in the line of duty or who died from injuries suffered in the line of duty while traveling to or from duty.  The child or spouse must meet current statutory eligibility requirements.  The ABOR and community college districts must receive verification from the Arizona Department of Veteran’s Services that the person is eligible for the tuition scholarship waiver. Status: Awaits House Rules.
SB1556

fire districts; noncontiguous county areas

(NOW: ASRS; postdoctoral scholars; eligibility)

Removes postdoctoral scholars who are employed by a university under the jurisdiction of ABOR from eligibility for membership in ASRS. Status: Awaits final passage.

HB2406

contractors; retention monies; interest accounts

HB 2406 outlines requirements for the retention of monies in certain construction contracts.  Status: Awaits Senate FIIR hearing. 

HB2307

prime contracting deduction; university improvements

HB 2307 exempts from the prime contracting classification under the transaction privilege (sales) tax from the construction of non-state funded buildings at a state university and diverts those funds for infrastructure improvements in the city or town where the state university is located. Status: Awaits House Rules.
HB2195

workers' compensation; death benefits

Increases the cap on workers’ compensation benefits and the amount of compensation that is paid to the surviving children of a worker whose death is caused by an employment-related injury under specified circumstances.  Status: Awaits Senate Rules. 

HB2657

property tax; electric generation valuation

Modifies the valuation of land used in operating electric generation facilities.  Status: Awaits Senate 3rd reading. 

HB2724

income based tuition waiver scholarships

Status:  This bill did not receive a hearing.

SB1224

teacher and classroom level data.

SB 1224 requires school districts and charter schools to submit classroom level data and teacher level data to the Arizona Department of Education (ADE) in an electronic format through the internet for purposes of determining adequate yearly student academic progress, state and federal reporting requirements and other duties prescribed by law to the ADE. Status: This bill failed in House Appropriations.
HB2670

school dropout age; increase

This bill changes the dropout age from 16 to 18. Language reads “every child between the ages of six and eighteen years shall attend a school and shall be provided instruction in at least the subjects of reading, grammar, mathematics, social studies and science.”
Status: This bill did not receive a hearing.

SB 1313

accommodation schools; powers; school board

Among many other provisions, this bill clarifies the county board of supervisors’ authority for providing necessary expenses for financial contributions to an accommodation school to new or existing accommodation schools, and changes the intergovernmental agreement for provisions of these services and others from the county school superintendent to the accommodation school board. Status: Awaits Senate floor action.
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