
	The Appropriations committees continue to hear bills and are awaiting the drafting and assignment of budget bills as negotiations occur between legislative leadership and the Governor.  Leadership and the Governor have agreement on revenue figures as a starting point for further budget discussion. The numbers include an overall revenue figure of $9.39 billion.  $48 million dollars is considered one-time revenue with $107 million ongoing…

The Governor has vetoed 10% of the bills sent to her desk (at this point totaling 176).  Over 100 bills are still alive in the legislative process. 


	Issue/Bill update-still outstanding for 2006 session

	Taxation/Budget issues

SB 1289 truth in taxation; levy; election Requires a city, town, county or community college district governing board that intends or anticipates an increase in the primary property tax levy to receive voter approval of the increased property tax levy and changes the dollar amount of the county equalization assistance for education rate for FY 2006-2007. This bill failed to pass the Senate floor with a vote of 15 to 13 with 2 not voting but was reconsidered and transmitted to the House. One other truth in taxation bills is moving through the process, HB 2685.  SB 1289 and HB 2685have passed the House Ways and Means and Senate Finance committees. Status: These issues may remain as stand-alone measures in bill or resolution form or may also be addressed in the budget process. Budget discussions include various forms of tax cuts on the property and income tax fronts.

Immigration

SCR 1031 public programs; citizens SCR 1031, pending voter approval, prohibits adults who are not citizens or legal residents of the United States from taking classes offered by the Arizona Department of Education Division of Adult Education or receiving child care assistance from the Arizona Department of Economic Security and requires specified information on applicants for certain programs to be reported by specified state agencies biannually to the Joint Legislative Budget Committee.  The prohibition of services for specified programs must be enforced without regard to race, religion, gender, ethnicity or national origin.  Additionally, SCR 1031 limits in-state student classification to persons meeting specified requirements. Status: This bill has passed two House committees and now awaits Rules and Floor action. Legislative leadership is currently weighing the various proposals left to be sent to the ballot this session.

Various Higher Education issues

HB 2372 postsecondary education; non accredited courses HB 2372 requires monies appropriated from the state General Fund to be used only on courses that prepare students for a qualified community college certificate or degree program or university degree program, lead students to a community college certification or degree or university degree or that are acceptable for transfer to a regionally accredited public or private college or university. Status: Failed twice in the House (original calendar and reconsideration).  We will look to the budget to see language related to this topic.

HB 2797 K-20 coordinating council HB 2797 replaces the Arizona Commission for Postsecondary Education with the K-20 Coordinating Council, renames the Postsecondary Education Fund as the K-20 Coordinating Council Fund, specifies duties of the Council, provides a subtraction from Arizona gross income for contributions to the Arizona 529 College Savings Plan and appropriates a total of $580,100 to the Council for up to eight full-time equivalent positions. Status: This bill failed on the House floor with a vote of 14 to 40.  We will look to the budget to see language related to this topic.

HB 2816 universities; credit threshold HB 2816 narrows the scope of credit hour thresholds, specifies how the threshold credit hours are counted and provides exemptions.  Additionally, the bill specifies how and when budget adjustments based on student enrollment must occur. The bill includes various exemptions from the undergraduate credit hour threshold including:   Community college credits earned by a student if those credits are not applied to the student’s degree program when the student transfers to a public university in Arizona. Status: This bill awaits a Senate Rules hearing.

SB 1431 community colleges; nonresident county; tuition Modifies the statutory formula used to calculate reimbursements paid by counties to community college districts that provide services to nonresident students. Status: This bill failed in the House UCCT committee.  We will look to the budget to see language related to this topic.

SB 1153 postsecondary institutions; religious organizations; equality Prohibits public postsecondary institutions from denying registration or recognition to student organizations that advocate or base their membership criteria on religious, political or philosophical beliefs. Status:  This bill awaits a House floor vote..
HB 2626 Arizona work-study program HB 2626 requires the Arizona Department of Commerce to develop and be responsible for the Arizona Work Study Program, establishes the Arizona Work Study Fund and appropriates $5,000,000 to the Fund. Status: This bill awaits a Senate Appropriations hearing.

HB 2058 S/E EAC four year degrees A striker was adopted in the Senate Higher Education committee to permits Eastern Arizona College to offer four-year baccalaureate degrees beginning in FY 2007-2008 and requires the Pima Community College District, to conduct a feasibility cost study to explore a pilot program to award four-year baccalaureate degrees. Status: This bill now awaits a Senate Appropriations hearing.
HB 2059 veterans’ services; powers and duties Clarifies that a veteran must be eligible for benefits provided by the Montgomery GI Bill (38 United States Code; 10 United States Code Chapter 1606) to receive a tuition or books and materials deferment from a public postsecondary institution. Status: This bill has been signed by the Governor.

HB 2055 purple heart recipients; scholarship Replaces the existing tuition waiver program for current or former members of the National Guard who are Purple Heart recipients with the Purple Heart Postsecondary Tuition Scholarship Program. Expands the Scholarship Program to non-National Guard Purple Heart recipients and the spouses of current or former members of the National Guard who receive the Purple Heart or who receive a medical discharge due to an injury in the line of duty. Status: This bill awaits a Senate Appropriations hearing.
SB 1446 study committee; postsecondary tuition grants Establishes the Joint Legislative Study Committee on Postsecondary Education Tuition Grants. Status: A strike-everything amendment was adopted to SB 1446 which required the Arizona Commission on Postsecondary Education to develop, implement and administer the Postsecondary Education Grant Program.  Participating eligible full-time students receive a $2,000 grant annually to be used to pay for tuition, books and fees charged at a qualifying school for up to four academic years.  Additionally, the Postsecondary Education Grant Fund is created and $8,200,000 is appropriated from the state General Fund for FY 2006-07 to the Fund.  The bill now awaits a Rules hearing.
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