
	Please find below, a brief issue summary for the Maricopa family as the 2006 legislative session came to a close last week after 164 days.   This session was the 5th longest in state history. A total of 1,453 bills were introduced, 376 of which have been signed and 34 vetoed. The Governor is still considering various bills on her desk until her 10 day deadline reaches its end in the coming days. 
· Full funding (base and enrollment growth) were protected.
· Property tax cuts passed with levy limit resets. However, the language as currently adopted has no practical effect on Maricopa's funding.  
· Credit/non-credit policy or FTSE changes were not implemented.  New annual reporting requirements related to our credit/non-credit courses must be submitted to the Joint Legislative Budget Committee beginning November 1 of this year.
· Legislation impeding academic freedom of our faculty failed to pass.
· Community college oversight mechanisms did not proceed through the legislative process after initial House consideration. 
· The 21st Century Fund was appropriated $35 million holding the job training fund harmless. (The 21st Century Fund is to actively engage scientific research, academic and medical institutions that represent both the public and private sectors in order to build and strengthen medical, scientific and engineering research programs with an emphasis on bioscience.) 
· Three measures related to immigration were placed on the November ballot.  In particular, SCR 1031 will affect public programs and higher education if passed by the voters.  This measure prohibits the ADE from providing adult education classes to adults who are not citizens or legal residents of the U.S. and prohibits a person who is without legal immigration status and who is enrolled in a public university or community college from receiving tuition waivers, fee waivers, grants, scholarship assistance, financial aid, tuition assistance or any other type of assistance that is subsidized or paid in whole or in part with state monies.  The measure also requires each community college and public university to report specified information on December 31 and June 30 of each year to the JLBC.
Please note:  A comprehensive legislative report will be completed in the coming weeks that includes many other bills of interest to community colleges.  This report will be available on the Government Relations website (www.maricopa.edu/govrel/).   (Note: The general effective date for 2006 legislation, not containing an emergency clause or other specified date, is 91 days after the session adjourns- September 21.) 
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