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V.B.4 Board Resolution Dr. Rufus Glasper

American Graduation Initiative
Recommendation
It is recommended that the Governing Board adopt the folgpwesolution endorsing the American
Graduation Initiative in support of its enactment:

Whereas, community colleges are the largest and fastest growing sedighar education in the U.S.,
educating more than 45% of all undergraduate students as wadraghan five million additional non-
credit students;

Wher eas, there is a national consensus that the United States needsitte gr@ater numbers and
percentages of its citizens with a higher education, as a mazil, smd economic imperative;

Whereas, community colleges continue to need greater financial and relgipdrsun order to fully
realize their potential in helping more Americans obtain a collegea¢idn and meet related career and
personal goals;

Wher eas, the Maricopa County Community College District is thedatgingle provider of
postsecondary education in Arizona, offering affordable educttiorore than 260,000 students year
round in credit courses leading to university transfer, asagedpecial interest non-credit courses;

Wher eas, the Maricopa County Community College District is thedatgrovider of workforce
training in Arizona, with an overall 63% of graduated stuslatthining employment in Arizona within
three months;

Wher eas, the “America Graduation Initiative” recognizes the centrality ahownity colleges to
America’s well-being, and the need for financial resources tothefe institutions;

Therefore, be it resolved that the Governing Board of the Maricopan§oDommunity College
District formally endorses the American Graduation Initiaéiae supports its enactment.

Jugtification

The American Graduation Initiative is a federal initiative oftdris importance to the nation’s community
colleges. It represents a potential of $12 billion in fugdaver ten years that will enable our colleges to
increase the number of graduates completing certificates and delgettes, serve low-income and first
generation college students, and enhance training partnershipswginesses and support services for
students. It will also fund the modernization and constmaif facilities, as well as the permanent funding
for Pell Grants for students.

The AACC and the ACCT are encouraging their members to adsgplutions of support for this legislation
and to advocate for its passage with their elected representativesanticipated that the legislation will be
acted on by the Congress when they return after their Augress.
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