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Recommendation 
In accordance with the Governing Board Policy it is recommended that the Governing Board 
award Faculty Emeritus Distinction to Catherine R. Della-Penta, Faculty, English and 
Humanities, from Mesa Community College. 
 
Justification 
Catherine R. Della-Penta has served the Maricopa District with distinction for more than 20 
years.  She is deserving of Emeritus Distinction for the following reasons:  
 

• Eleven years on the Humanities Instructional Council, including seven as Articulation 
Task Force representative to the State and one year as chair. 

• Twelve presentations at local, regional and national conferences. 
• Seventy-three book discussions (45 with the Arizona Humanities Council; seven with 

National Endowment for the Humanities; twenty-one with Gilbert Regional Library. 
• Publication of student’s English 102 research paper (14 pages long) as a model paper 

in the text Writing Research Papers Across the Curriculum, 4th ed. by Susan 
Hubbuch, Fort Worth: Holt, Rinehart, and Winston, 1996.  

• Ten years as member of the International Education Committee. 
• Developed and taught a one credit course on “Diversity and Cross Cultural Issues” 

offered by our CTL (Center for Teaching and Learning) ’93-’95. This was long 
before our district ever had diversity training, and was lauded as one our strong points 
in our North Central Accreditation of 1995. 

• Three articles published, one locally and two nationally. 
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