Things to know about FTSE & enrollment data

FTSE Formula

No matter the data source, the formula for calculating FTSE -- full-time student equivalent -- is the same:

· Basic FTSE includes all full semester and short-term classes in session on 45th day.  The formula multiplies the number of students enrolled in each class by the course credit hours, then divides that number by 15 (the number of credits considered a full-time student in a term).  
· Short-Term classes not in session on 45th Day and all Open-Entry classes calculate FTSE based on whether students complete classes.  The formula multiplies the number of students enrolled in the class by half of the course credit hours, adds the other half of the course credit hours times the number of students who received a grade and divides by 30 (the number of credits equivalent to a full-time student in a year).  If students do not complete a Short-Term or Open-Entry class, only half of the FTSE is generated. 
FTSE Data Sources and How They Differ 
Based on your question, consider the difference between each of these sources of FTSE and enrollment data, then decide which source best meets your requirements or needs.
The Research Warehouse

Your institutional research staff uses the research warehouse to query 45th day and fiscal year FTSE data.  The FTSE_Details table contains snapshots of  FTSE as of the close of day each 45th day and at the end of fiscal year.  The research warehouse has FTSE calculated for both Term (credit hours divided by 15) and Fiscal Year ( credit hours divided by 30).   The warehouse also captures weekly snapshots of FTSE and enrollment data, but the weekly snapshot is replaced each week, so there is no ability to view weekly trends over time within the warehouse.  Some formulas specified in the Residential Faculty Policies manual require the use of these “census” FTSE data.  

Maricopa Trends 
These web pages provides 45th day data as reported by the colleges.  FTSE reported on Maricopa Trends may differ from the research warehouse due to manual adjustments made by Admissions & Records (A&R).  A&R has 21 days after 45th day to reconcile FTSE by subtracting out class enrollments that should not have been counted on 45th day and adding class enrollments that did not get counted but should have been. 
Fiscal year FTSE includes the most recent fiscal year, but also includes some FTSE from the prior fiscal year from short-term classes that started in one fiscal year but ended in the next fiscal year (like Summer I), and students who started an open-entry class in one fiscal year but complete the next fiscal year.  A&R can also make manual adjustments to fiscal year FTSE.  
Maricopa Trends does not contain course level data, but is an easy way to answer simple questions about official 45th Day or fiscal year FTSE.  These pages are open to the public, and sometimes instructors have students access these pages as a data source to complete assignments.
DSS Reports
FTSE reports in DSS are most similar to SIS Reports in that they are sourced from the SIS transaction data.  DSS captures transaction data at the end of each week.  Weekly data are stored in a database, and five years of data are available to query using a web-based reporting tool.  DSS reports "roll up" concurrent classes into the major class' FTSE and enrollments.  DSS was designed this way to accurately calculate average class size.
A significant difference between Maricopa Trends and DSS is that fiscal year FTSE in DSS only represents the four terms in a fiscal year (Summer II, Fall, Spring, and Summer I).  It does not include any FTSE generated by short-term or open-entry classes from the prior fiscal year as described in Maricopa Trends.  DSS also provides a number of other ways to measures FTSE and enrollments (class count, enrollment cap, instructor workload, room capacity, units taken, average class size, and available enrollments) and a variety of dimensions to categorize the data that are not available with Maricopa Trends.

Here’s a link to the report inventory that notes the variety of dimensions available. http://www.dist.maricopa.edu/its/dss/DSS Inventory_files/DSS Inventory_frames.htm
Some final notes…
FTSE and enrollment data are fairly unchanging compared to student data.  Although the number of enrollments changes from week-to-week due to students withdrawing and enrolling in classes, attributes that describe a class do not change within the term or over time, i.e.,  AGEC designation or meeting days.  The most important thing to watch out for when using these reports is how you set limits on the data.  For example, check to see if you are looking at all classes, just the classes that made (open and closed status), or only cancelled classes.  The same goes for funding type (basic, short-term, open-entry) and Term FTSE ( credit hours divided by 15) or fiscal year FTSE ( credit hours divided by 30).  If something does not look right, check the limits you have set.  Get a second opinion from someone else who is familiar with the data.  Use your institutional research staff as a resource to verify your results or answer questions about the data. 

 Comparison of Time-periods and Data Available
The following diagram illustrates a term’s timeline and how data available in DSS compares to data available in Maricopa Trends.  The primary difference is that DSS has weekly snapshots of FTSE and enrollment data available to report on while Maricopa Trends has 45th day and fiscal year FTSE data.
DSS Weekly Snapshots – Fall & Spring Terms
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Comparing FTSE in Maricopa Trends and DSS

The following examples illustrate how Maricopa Trends and DSS FTSE differ.  Maricopa Trends includes skill centers and Adult Basic Education (ABE) FTSE generated, which are currently calculated outside of SIS, and therefore are not a part of DSS.  Remember that Maricopa Trends also includes FTSE generated for the prior fiscal year for some short-term and open-entry classes.   Trends also includes manual adjustments made by A&R.  
Maricopa Trends -  Fiscal Year FTSE 
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DSS -  Fiscal Year FTSE (ET snapshot)
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Maricopa Trends -  Fall 2004 Term FTSE
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DSS -  Fall 2005 45th Day FTSE (Week 7 snapshot)
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District-wide FY FTSE
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